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HOW DIMLY WE FORESEE THE FUTURE 

Arnold Toynbee quotes an early explorer of the Great Plain of the United States as say¬ 
ing* H It combines within its frightful and extensive territory the Steppes of Tartary 
and the moving sands of the African desert. It is almost wholly unfit for cultivation, 
and of course uninhabitable by a people dependent oiq agriculture for their subsistence. 11 

MORAL BLINDNESS IN OTHER DAYS 

Long ago J. Cable wrote in the Mercier Luminary about the practice of the college church 
of Hamden Sydney College and Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, which he attended, 
of auctioning off on Christmas day the labor of the church slaves (which had been be¬ 
queathed to it) for the following year, and .using the fund with which to pay the Rev. 

Mr. Stanton a salary of one thousand dollars. Pour other nearby churches did likewise. 

OUR DEBT TO THE PAST 
As flaw the rivers to the sea 
Adown from rocky hill or plain, 

A thousand ages toiled for thee 
And gave thee harvest of their gain; 

And weary myriads of yore 

Dug out for thee earth's buried store. - A. E. 

MAN IS NECESSARY TO GOD 

In the fourteenth century, Meister Eckhart exclaimed* "For - let a man go away or come 
backl God never leaves. He is always ait hand and if he cannot get into your life, still 
he is never farther away than the dooro You are a thousand times more necessary to him 
than he is to you. The opening of the door and his entry are simultaneous." 

TO THIS POINT HAS CIVILIZATION COME 

"in our possession and in the possession of the Russians are more than enough nuclear 
explosives to put an end to the life of man on earth," writes Norman Cousins, in The 
Saturday Review . "The big challenge of the age is to develop the concept of a higher 
loyalty - loyalty by man to the human community. 11 

NOT ONLY IN LITTLE ROOK 

Robert McAfee Brown, in commenting upon the vicious race crisis in Levittown, New York, 
reminds us "that decent, middle-class, church-going white ProteBtants can be just as 
ugly in their racial bigotry, just as crude in their disavowal of equality for all Ameri¬ 
cans, as the kost fanatical white supremicists in Little Rock. Levittown is the more 
disturbing symbol, for Little Rock is only a few of us, whereas Levittown is all of us. 

NEGROES ADMITTED 

All seven Southern Baptist theological seminaries now admit Negroes. This is the fast¬ 
est growing of the larger religious bodies. 

FAMILY BREAK-UPS TRACED TO LIQUOR 

Alcoholism is the chief enemy of the family and is responsible for more dependent child¬ 
ren than any other cause, reports H. L. McCarthy, Welfare Commissioner of New York City. 
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THIS MIRACULOUS UNIVERSE 


Two hundred million years ago there occurred a stupendous collision of two giant galax¬ 
ies in remote space, but only now, we are informed by Vannevar Bush, has its dramatic 
light reached the vision of astronomers, although light travels Bix times around the 
earth in a single second. 

AROUND THE EARTH OUR BOMBERS ARE LOADED WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
So says General Power of the U. 3. Strategic Air Command, and could take off within 
fifteen minutes. In the same newspaper General Twining, Chairman of the Joint Chief of 
Staffs, warned that the American defense strategy calls for use of atomic weapons in any 
war. Also in the same issue is the story of General LeMay flying a big jet 6,5^0 miles 
in thirteen hours without stopping or refueling. 

NINETY-NINE PERCENT OF OUR BOMBERS GOT THROUGH 
General LeMay writes in The Readers Direst ! "The Soviet rulers can hit us any time they 
want to. Some of their bombers would surely get through. With nuclear warheads, the 
Soviet planes that got through would do us a lot of damage. Remember that against 
Germany and Japan, 99 percent of all the bombers we sent out got through to eneiqy 
territory." 

REMEMBER ALSO 

that Khruschev recently said that a war which begins in Syria would not end in Syria,while 
our State Department retorted that a war which begins in Turkey would not end in Turkey. 

RECALL WHEN 500 V-2 1 s HIT LONDON 

"The same skill that could carry half a ton of equipment, including a dog, into an orbit 
reaching up to nearly a thousand miles above the earth could be used to guide missiles 
to distant targets on earth with sufficient accuracy for modern bombs to do their work," 
writes The Manchester Guardian. 


THAT OP GOD 


God dropped a spark down into everyone. 

And if we find and fan it to a blaze 

It*11 spring up and glow, like - like the sun. 

And light the wandering out of stony ways. 

God warms His hands at man* s heart when he prays. 

And light of prayer is spreading heart to heart; 

It*11 light all where now it lights a part. 

John Masefield 

ASTOUNDINGLY RESILIENT EUROPE 

With these words Fortune begins an account of Europe's "swiftest material advance in its 
history. It has continued to grow faster than the U. S. and those of us now passing middle 
age have within our lifetime experienced a greater advance in our material standard of 
living and a more pervasive change in our way of life then occurred in all the previous 
centuries of Western history. But the palm of rapid progress may yet belong to Europe." 

SWIFTLY MOVING CHANGE IN RUSSIA 

That great British newspaper The Manchester Guardian in commenting upon the Youth Festival 
in Moscow saidi "indeed, the picture one obtained from these brief conversations shows a 
Russia athirst for knowledge, for ideaB, for contacts with the rest of the world; a young 
Russia that is in some ways as different from the Russia of Stalin as Lenin* s Russia was 
different from the Russia of the Tsars." 

HUMAN NATURE CAN BE CHANGED 

"Prayer can change your life anytime, anywhere, at any age. It can heal your diseases, 
renew your mind and body, calm the storms of daily living from the great tempests of fear 
and sorrow that threaten to overwhelming - to the day by day squalls in human relationships 
that constantly rack our boat until we view a world distorted by seasick haze" - thus 
begins a thrilling book by Wm. J. Parker and Elaine St. John, Prayer Can Change Your Life. 
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DIE OUR FOUNDING FATHERS REALLY BELIEVE IN DEMOCRACY? 

Professor Beard calculated that only one-sixth of the adult white males (and of course no 
women, no indentured servants, no Indians and no Negroes) voted for the ratification of 
the new form of government. Among the delegates to the state conventions, if one of every 
eleven in the strategic states had changed his vote, the Constitution would have failed of 
ratification. 

WHEN THE WORD "DEMOCRAT 11 WAS COMMUNISTIC 

In the struggle between Hamiltonians and Jeffersonians Borne followers of the latter “now 
ventured to call themselves Democrats - a term as malodorous in the polite circles of 
Washington's day as Bolsheviki in the age of President Harding,” wrote Professor Beard. 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
I have been told 
On a mountain steep 

A Shepherd smiled as He heard the sheep 
Debate if the black one or the white 
He would admit to the fold 
That night. - Kenneth W. Porter 

IN THE FIFTEENTH YEAR OF THE ATOMIC AGE 

"From a civilization limited and controlled by an economy of scarcity," writes Wm. L. 
Laurence, "mankind is about to enter into a civilization built on plenty. For the Atomic 
Age holds out the promise of giving men everywhere for the first time limitless power with 
which to build an industrial civilization offering a standard of living superior to any¬ 
thing so far known on earth." 


BLOSSOMS FROM THE OCEAN 

Tomorrow fresh water from the ocean will flow from atom-driven pumps hundreds of miles 
inland. An improved method of converting sea water to fresh water now makes it possible 
to deliver to a city such as Hartford a thousand gallons at a cost of ten to twenty cents. 

WHERE YOUR TAX DOLLAR GOES 

Seventy-five cents of every dollar we pay in Federal taxes goes for national defense* 
military security and past wars - and the average per capita tax burden in 1958 will be 
$426, according to the Washington Newsletter of the Friends Committee on National Legis¬ 
lation. 

POINT FOUR 

Less than two cents of our Federal tax dollar goes to foreign aid and technical assist¬ 
ance programs, according to the same source. 

THE WILL TO BLINDNESS 

Many are the lessons to be learned from the rise and expansion of Hitlerism. Charles W. 
Thayer, in his 1957 book, The Unquiet Germans , quotes the words of an architect in Munich! 
"It's a fact that a great part of the German people in those dreadful years didn' want to 
see what was going on. They seemed to have no soul left. A sort of satanic hardening of 
the conscience shut out every word of truth." Of course, many Germans risked their lives 
in opposing Nazism. 
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WHEN LIGHT IS DARKNESS 

Vice-Chancellor John Lightfoot of the University of Cambridge once wrote t "Heaven and 
earth* centre and circumference* were created all together* in the same instant* and clouds 
full of water* and this work took place and man was created by the Trinity on October 2J* 
4004 B. C., at nine o'clock in the morning." 

A NEW MEDICAL MIRA0I3 

The new drug Clorpactin XCB can kill, very speedily, all free cancer cells which break 
loose during an operation* and thus reduce the likelihood of the recurrence of cancer 
after an operation, and its use is entirely harmless to body tissues and organs. 

MUST THERE ALWAYS BE OVERPOPULATION? 

"Medical research laboratories are fast closing in on one of their prime objectives» a 
cheap, safe and reliable contraceptive in pill form," says Business Week . The time will 
come when it will be possible, all over the earth, to reverse the Mathusian trend by 
producing more food than babies. 

AMERICANS CAN NOW ADOPT FOREIGN CHILDREN 

Philip C. Clarke has arrived home with a five-month old Spartan boy which he had adopted 
in Greece, under the new immigration law which permits the adoplon of children from 
other lands without waiting for a permit under the quota system. 

OIL REVENUE FOR PUBLIC WELFARE 

The bulk of the oil revenue pouring into the treasury of Iraq, JO percent to be exact, 
is being used for improving the wellbeing of the people. 

NOT BY CLIMBING TOWERS OF BABEL DO WE FIND GOD 
"Wherever love is, there God is," wrote Rufus Jones. "Wherever beauty draws a soul upward, 
there is an open window into eternity. Wherever the human spirit strives to push back the 
skirts of darkness and to widen the area of light, wherever men sacrifice their immediate 
interest of the one for the diviner aim of the life of the many together, there God is 
present in that search for the better and more inclusive world that ought to be." 

WANT TO GO TO RUSSIA7 

The Reverend W. H. Hammond Jr., secretary of the Baptist Peace Fellowship and Direotor 
of Horizons Unlimited Tours, and I are planning to lead a group to England, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Poland, Russia, Finland, Sweden and Denmark, flying from New York 
on June 16th. If interested, ask Mr. Hammond for a folder, 503 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

HOW ABOUT TELLING YOUR FRIENDS 

that this sheet will be sent free upon request, and making this announcement at ministers' 
meetings and passing around a paper for names, addresses, and denominations. 

READERS ARE INVITED 

to sand significant illustrations and striking facts for possible inclusion in future 
issues of this monthly sheet - especially accounts of human heroism, fortitude and 
devotion, with or without names of individuals. 
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